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News release 
4 May 2018 

 

Building society staff’s partnership with Coventry Haven Women’s Aid off to a 
great start with £250 donation 

 

Staff from Coventry Building Society’s head office in Binley, Coventry, have launched a partnership with 

Coventry Haven Women’s Aid– a charity who ensure the safety and empowerment of women and children 

who are experiencing Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA) – by donating £250. 

 

Colleagues in the Finance department recently chose to work with Coventry Haven Women’s Aid through the 

Society’s Community Partner scheme, to support the charity through volunteering, fundraising and raising 

awareness. As well as making a donation of £250, the team also sold merchandise, gave out literature and 

invited in a representative from Coventry Haven Women’s Aid to discuss the work they do in the local 

community. 

 

Vicki Hughes, Finance Partner at Coventry Building Society, said: “We are looking forward to working with 

Coventry Haven Women’s Aid as their work is so incredibly important to many women and children in the 

local area. The more we can support them, the more people they can help”.  

 

“As well as fundraising, we will be collecting items which Coventry Haven Women’s Aid will distribute to the 

women and children who arrive at their centres with nothing. We’re also hoping to volunteer for them and 

help to raise awareness of the work they do. We really feel that by working together we can make a 

difference to those who need the support they offer”. 

 

Jaime Richards, Development and Funding Officer for Coventry Haven Women’s Aid, commented: “Last year 

we supported 1,565 women plus their children with a range of free services including safe refuge, helpline, 

support, advocacy, counselling, legal clinics, drop-ins, Outreach work, specialist projects and training. 

However, for every woman we are able to offer safe refuge to, there are another four that we have to turn 

away purely because there isn’t enough room; which is heart-breaking!”  

 

“With the help of supporters such as Coventry Building Society, we hope to be able to support more women 

and their children affected by Domestic Violence and Abuse and continue to raise awareness of these issues 

in communities across Coventry.” 
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Photo: Vicki Hughes (left) – Cost and Management Accountant – and Michele Faull (right) – Chief Financial 

Officer – at Coventry Building Society presenting a cheque for £250 to Jaime Richards from Coventry Haven 

Women’s Aid. 
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Notes to editors 

Coventry Building Society 
 

Coventry Building Society is the UK’s second largest building society, with over 1.8 million members and 70 

branches across the UK. 

 

The Society has over 2,500 staff. It is one of Sunday Times 100 Best Companies to Work For in 2018 – the 

second year running that the Society has achieved this accolade. 

 

Coventry Building Society strives to make a difference in its local communities. In 2017, the Society and its 

staff: 

 

 Supported 76 good causes through its Community Partner scheme which incorporates fundraising, 

 volunteering and raising awareness. 

 Volunteered for over 7,500 hours through activities including regular number or reading partner 

 sessions in schools, volunteering for Community Partners and taking part in our Employability 

 programme.  

 Over three quarters of staff took part in the Community programme. 

 Worked with nearly 4,000 young people through its schools programmes. 

 Donated over £230,000 to good causes including national campaigns such as BBC Children in Need 

 and Red Nose Day, and smaller groups through the Community Partner scheme. 

 
In addition, the Society has raised over £15 million for the Royal British Legion, its Corporate Charity, since 

the partnership began in 2008. 

 

Coventry Haven 
 

Coventry Haven Women’s Aid is a small registered charity that offers specialist support to all women and 

children experiencing any type of abuse. Established 46 years ago, we provide a range of free services 

including: safe refuge, helpline, support, advocacy, counselling, legal clinic, drop-in, Outreach work, specialist 

projects and training.  We also provide training and workshops to all agencies including the police, education, 

social and health care (GP’s, Doctors, Midwives etc), employers, schools, universities, colleges and 

community groups. 

 

Last year we supported 1,565 women plus their children and for every woman they are able to offer safe 

refuge to, there are another 4 that they have to turn away purely because there is no room; which is heart-

breaking! 

 

We have 3 safe addresses in Coventry which provide safe refuge for any woman and her children fleeing 

from abuse. The support workers in refuge offer a bespoke support plan to encourage empowerment towards 

themselves, their family, housing, education, employment and health.  We have 17 rooms across our 3 safe 
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houses for women and their children, or single women. Our refuge spaces are far from gloomy places, and 

we work to ensure that activities take place for the children, and also for the mums, which helps with their 

own self-worth as well as the rebonding process with their children. 

 

Our Outreach team also work incredibly hard to permeate the hard to reach community groups which are 

affected by abuse, including Forced Marriage and Honour Based Abuse and Female Genital Mutilation. 

Awareness raising and speaking out about these practices is everyone’s business and affects the workplace 

as well as homelife. 


